Story time!  Well, in our case, more short story time!  Okay, you are going to read four stories and then write about two of them in the same formal essay.  Your focus will be on two characters. You will construct a thesis statement that offers a claim that allows you to prove your ideas about these characters, so I suggest that you make sure that you read the stories actively looking for logical patterns and trends.  This assignment is similar to the first short story assignment only you worked on two stories with separate topic sentences for fully developed paragraphs where here you are merging two stories in a thesis statement for a formal essay.

You will explore a thesis through two (or more) characters you select.  These characters need to share an identity element; therefore, a pattern should be present.  Before you read the stories, I need you to again go to Content and read the PowerPoint presentation on Identity (if you are still struggling to grasp it).  I need you to closely review the PowerPoint presentation.  In our culture, people accept artificial forms of living via how they are classified by their identity.  We reward those that follow the norms and frown upon, or do far worse to those who do not.  Identity can give individuals and groups power, especially those who set the norms, or in many more cases, our identity allows others to take power away from us.  
For this assignment, you need to recognize identity at play in the stories, so you will be writing through characters (two characters should be the subject of your thesis/one from each story...you may choose to write about more then two characters if you like but that can get tricky).   You need to breakdown the main components of a character and explore, say, gender and how gender issues, norms, and ideologies are influencing a character's decisions, actions, and words or what ever element of identity you see as important.  The identity elements in the PowerPoint are your guide and the terms will help reveal deeper understandings of the story and characters.  Theme becomes an essential term to understand because you are going after a main idea, as you see it, that can be proven about the characters selected.

For this short story assignment, I ask that you read the four stories assigned and then complete an essay.  I ask that you take one of the identity markers, make a claim about it (a thesis statement) and apply this thread through two characters/stories.  I am repeating myself on purpose.  Your claim can be one where you use ideology or a term(s) to help you better understand how identity is being represented.  This assignment might sound complex, but in reality, I am saying to write about what you want to write about...you just need to do so through identity.  You will submit this essay via the Dropbox below.  
You are to use MLA form and create a thesis statement based on an identity marker and support your claims in a well written and revised essay. Use proper evidence from the texts you select to support your claims...by that I mean borrow quotes but not excessively.  At least three full pages is required (I think it best to write a four or six paragraph essay. And this essay is not comparison and contrast, so do not write in that mode.  You are offering a thread/thesis through two characters and exploring that claim individually through each character/story.  Make sure to review the grading rubric document.  I will use this rubric as my evaluation guide...and remember; grades are earned and not given, so work hard!  I ask that you put YOUR name in the file name; for example, CaulfieldEssay.doc.
DO NOT SUMMARIZE!  Only borrow quotes or talk about the characters to support your claim.  So think in these terms, 3/4 of the essay is your words and 1/4 are the quotes you borrow.  When you borrow a quote, you need to discuss how it proves your thesis and not just say that this quote is an excellent example of...do not discuss quotes in that manner.  You need to speak to the quote and relate it to your claim.  You need not offer summary because it is understood that I have read the stories.  

=================================================================
-Provide a title that mentions your characters and reflects what will be discussed
-Write an intro with an attention getter and clear thesis statement
-Offer topic sentences, evidence/quotes, and analysis in paragraphs
-Provide transitions
-Utilize the active voice
-Finish with a conclusion that offers a call to action or suggestion for positive social change as you see it
I am your audience and know the stories well.  You now need to convince me of your point of view on two (or more) characters.

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/ (Purdue OWL on MLA form)
 ENG 102 short story grading rubric.docx[image: Open this document with ReadSpeaker docReader] ENG 102 short story grading rubric.docx - Alternative Formats
 (Grading rubric)
http://www.bucks.edu/media/bcccmedialibrary/pdf/HOWTOWRITEALITERARYANALYSISESSAY_10.15.07_001.pdf[image: Open this document with ReadSpeaker docReader] (How to write a literary analysis essay/this is a very helpful resource.  I strongly recommend taking time to review this PDF.  Maybe even print it out and have it by your side while you construct your essay!)
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